
How time �ies! It was a 
privilege to be part of the 
founding team at GEMS 
Cambridge International 
School-Kampala. It was a 
great honour to serve a 
community of loving 
parents and students and 
a strongly supportive 
team. I hold all the 
memories, effort and 
courage at heart but 

most of all commend GEMS Education for creating a true education 
environment for children. It is not common in the current times to find a school 
that is built from scratch meant for learning, meant to nurture the lives and 
shape aspirations and dreams of our young ones. I am happy that Uganda has 
this kind of school setting the tone for all education investors on the continent. 
Beyond this is what actually goes on in each of the classroom. Everyone 
working towards a common goal and everyone in the school recognising that 
every little effort counts to the success of the school. Even more, choosing to 
conduct oneself in a way that is a true pattern or example to the children you 
are nurturing regardless of your role in the school. I applaud the parent 
partnership that CIK has in place, it truly is unique. It is a true commitment to 
continuous improvement and parental satisfaction. A new school is just like a 
new family, a lot is required, a lot is demanded.  Yet the most important is that 
each year, the family and children in it continue to take steps into the right 
direction. I am thrilled that five years have gone by, what a milestone! May 
GEMS CIK continue to take even bigger steps into the right direction.

Rita Amanya Amoh
Founding Parent Relations Executive - 2013

GEMS Cambridge International School 
Kampala

We are part of the GEMS Education Global 
network, the largest K-12 education provider 
in the world. GEMS has been operating since 
1968 and now with over 300 schools in 20 
countries; its aim is to provide ‘quality 
education to every young person’. 
Our world-wide network of 300,000 students 
allows our learners to interact in a 
collaborative global learning environment 
with other GEMS schools, through exchanges 
and modern communication.
At GEMS CIK teaches the National Curriculum 
for England from Pre-Foundation Stage to Year 
13. We are passionate about offering every 
student every possible chance to succeed and 
discover their talent. To do this, we provide a 
diverse range of learning, enrichment and 
extra-curricular opportunities appropriate to 
each student’s unique stage of development 
in preparation for university or the workplace.
Our beautiful campus located on Plot 102-104 
in Butabika has the best facilities that are 
second to none; truly world-class amenities, 
that help us to offer an amazing international 
education. With unparalleled access to sports, 
performing arts & culture, science and 
technology, our learners experience a 
stimulating and supportive environment - 
surrounded by learning, inspiration and 
opportunity.

BRENDA MUTESI 
Parent Relations, Enrollment and Marketing Manager

GEMS Cambridge 
International school 
subscribes to four 
core values which 
include;  Leading 
through innovation,  
Pursuing 
excellence, Growing 
by learning and  
Global citizenship.

Our vision is to be the first 
choice school among families 
seeking the highest quality international learning 
experience for students of all ages.
Having opened our doors in September 2013, with only 
80 students, we are proud to have moved this far, a 
reason we celebrate the success. 

Over the five years, we have seen our population grow to 
380 students including 55 boarders. 
However, this has not been a one-man effort but a team 
of dedicated and diligent people this world class 
institution has been blessed to have. The staff at GEMS 
CIK dedicate much time and energy to every child. In this 
great milestone, the school has gained a reputation for 
being a caring and friendly education community where 
all staff recognize and respect the local versus global 
needs of all children.

At GEMS CIK, we attribute the credit to the students, 
parents, teaching, non-teaching staff and the school 
administration.

DR. FAROOQ AHMAD WASIL 
Global CEO, A�ordable Schools

  With over 35 years of 
association with 
GEMS and 
involvement in 
the field of 
Education, Dr. 
Farooq Ahmad 
Wasil, with PhD 
specializing in 
Education, is 
currently the Global 
CEO, Affordable schools. 
Dr.Wasil has been honoured 
with the prestigious National Teacher Award awarded by 
the Ministry of Human Resources, receiving the award 
from the Ex-President of India Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam in 
September 2005. Awarded the GEMS Fellowship in 
January 2006. Dr. Farooq Wasil chosen one of The 100 
World's Greatest Leaders 2015 –Asia & GCC for his 
contribution to the Education sector - Process reviewers - 
PWC".   May 2016, he was honored for outstanding 
service in School Education at the UAE SCHOOL 
EDUCATION LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE. A published 
author and a columnist. He brings His Great wealth of 
experience to GEMS CIK!

Education Philosophy
Dr. Wasil reckons education to be a great leveler and 
hence advocates focus on the 4Es.

Educating, Enjoying & Engaging, Empowering, Enriching
Educating 

He mandates that our children must be empathetic to 
societal causes and concerns both at the local and global 
levels and groomed and nurtured into thinking individuals 
that possess professional edge combined with a strong 
value system grounded in our heritage.

Enjoying & Engaging
Dr. Wasil’s own experience as a practicing educator 
compels him to mandate that the process of education 
must be an enjoyable and engaging process, both for the 
learner as well as the facilitator teacher. To this end, he 
mandates continuous professional enhancement through 
training and workshops as well as enabling the latest 
methods in pedagogy and methodology including the use 
of technology in all the aspects of education right from 
delivery of curriculum, testing as well as managing 
education.

Enriching
Dr. Wasil recommends cultivation of an informed and 
updated team that is able to think, act and feel 
responsibly through enriching experiences that are 
connected to life; in the process of education, especially 
in this internet and information overload age.

Empowering
Dr. Wasil feels that a nation’s wealth i.e. its children and 
youth when neglected leads to the decay of the nation .It 
is in the classroom that the destiny of the nation is 
shaped .Empowering this segment through education 
especially via scholarships to the talented, needy and 
marginalized students, as also enabling healthy bodies 
and minds through fitness, sports and subsidized 
medical facilities for regular health checks will go a long 
way in creation of a developed nation.

GEMS CIK - the Future of Education

Offering Holistic Education
NIGEL BARRETT
Head of Primary

In what other job could you one day 
be part of a staff pantomime, the next 
be helping the Year 2 solve the 
mystery of the missing chocolate cake 
before working with the EYFS team to 
design a new playground followed by a 
trip to a world class safari park with the 
Year 6 students and return to watch a world 
class musical theatre performance. Working with 
children is a privilege and one that each of the staff members at GEMS CIK 
primary enjoy every day.
Variety is the spice of life and also an important ingredient in a world class 
education. The broader and more varied your skill set is an important 
consideration in the 21st century. We have been working hard to provide 
educational experiences here at GEMS CIK to ensure your children have a 
wide variety of experiences which engage, challenge and develop both 
their knowledge and skills. 
As a staff, we have worked hard to develop the curriculum to relate to the 
real world while helping the children to understand the ‘WHY’ of 
education. All of the Year groups engaged the children through some 
creative ‘HOOKS’ to begin each learning theme. From spending the day as 
pirates to gardening to comparing a taxi to a school bus to working with 
live chickens, the list of experiences is endless. Without the hard-working 
teachers, teaching assistants and learning support assistants, it would be 
impossible to deliver such an enriched educational experience. 
Another focus within the primary school is the importance of enjoyment. 
If a child enjoys what they are doing, they will stay engaged, work hard on 
whatever they are completing and their learning will be sustained 
through their own drive. 
We look to involve the parents through a variety of opportunities for the 
children to share their experiences, strengthening community links, 
continuing to focus on excellence in academics, embedding technology 
to enhance the learning experiences and creating even more cross 
curricular links. We will do all of this while still working hard to know each 
student as an individual and provide them with the feedback, challenge 
and support needed to make even more progress.

KAROL GALLAGHER
Sports Teacher

 We have achieved a lot in the sports 
department.
Through sports, our students are taught 
the values of sportsmanship, team 
spirit, hard work and pursuit of 
excellence, as well as understanding 
the long-term benefits of living a 
healthy lifestyle.
This academic year, Sports began with a 
bang with the introduction of Uganda 
Basketball National team coach Mr. Mandy and 
International Football Coach. We expected a lot of change and change is 
what we got.
Among the victories we got was seeing the basketball and football teams 
reach the finals of the International school sports league. 
In September, the International school league campaign began with 4 
GEMS secondary football teams and 4 GEMS primary basketball teams 
contesting for a chance to reach the finals.
In October, GEMS organized the International Secondary School Athletics 
meet at Nelson Mandela Stadium.  We emerged 4th from 7 schools.
In November, we participated in the basketball & football finals which were 
held at International School of Uganda. Under (U) Nine (9) boys and girls 
played with great enthusiasm to lift the International school league titles 
when they beat Kampala International and Rainbow to become 
champions.
Also, U16 boys football final was played with great sportsmanship and 
came to a very close game ending 2-1.  
In December we held the Secondary Inter-house football competition.  
Each House entered strong teams comprising of boys and girls who all 
fought hard to lift the trophy with Rhinos coming out on top for year 
10-11-12-13 and leopards winning year 7-8-9 in this competition.
The Squad pool party was another accomplishment. All Gems Squads 
came together to celebrate a great term success in sports, GEMS delicious 
pizza and soda followed by great music by the pool.  It really was a party to 
remember.
We would like to thank all parents, students and staff who have been of 
great support for our team’s success.

BENJAMIN GREEN 
Head of Secondary

GEMS Cambridge International School is a fast 
growing secondary school where students 
are achieving success across the whole 
academic curriculum and beyond. 
With very good teaching and learning 
happening every day, our young people are 
making better progress than at any point in our 
short history. 
The school is characterized by an inclusive and 
welcoming atmosphere where students are cared for by a well-qualified 
international staff.
Exam results exceed world averages in most subject areas giving our students 
access to pathways that take them to the next level and beyond.
 Every student has an academic tutor who is responsible for their pastoral care. 
They also have access to excellent counselling services to identify their strengths. 
This means that at GEMS, we build a truly personalized curriculum to meet the 
needs of every student in our care. 
Similarly, school values focus on showing respect for others, being ready to learn 
and working hard. 
As a result, students thrive in the classroom and enjoy a wide range of programs 
including sports, music, arts and enrichment that help to educate our young 
people for a happy, healthy and fulfilling future.

JAMES OHAGEN 
Inclusive Education

We handle all special needs children with 
care. 
At GEMS we offer an inclusive model of 
education for all our students from 
Foundation Stage through to High School. 
In our fifth year of operation we have 
expanded our Learning Support provision many 
times over. Our students attend most lessons with 
their mainstream counterparts.  However, some 
interventions are conducted within our department. The Learning Support 
department now occupies 2 classrooms and one huge multipurpose 
intervention space. We also have a sensory room and EAL classroom. 
Math, English and Health & Well Being are our main areas of focus as we believe 
with these supported, children can go forward to learn other subjects. 
We are confidently enrolling children with more complex needs such as Autism, 
ADHD or Global developmental delay. 
Such students are appointed a Learning Support Assistant to work with them for 
part of or all day. All our staff are trained professionals with specialisms in areas 
such as, High School Mathematics, Literacy, EAL, Counselling, Occupational 
Therapy, Dyslexia and behavioral difficulties.
Our mainstream students and the wider school community accept these 
classmates as their own and this enhances the caring nature we have at our 
school.
 We understand that every child has something to offer. We share society with an 
increasingly diverse community. Our school reflects this diversity to equip all our 
young people for the future. 

NAOMI KABANYOMOZI 
Head of Early Years Foundation Stage

GEMS CIK is 
committed to 
create and 
maintain a 
safe, happy 
and child 
centred 
environment 
in which 
children are 
inspired to become 
purposeful, life-long 
learners. 
We are aware that every child is a unique child 
who is constantly learning and can be resilient, 
capable, confident and self-assured. 
In Early Years Foundation Stage, our aim is that 
upon leaving this level, GEMS students have a 
strong sense of self-esteem in that they feel 
positive about their abilities as learners.
Besides, they should have formed constructive 
relationships and are confident 
communicators. 
We follow the British Early Years Foundation 
Stage Curriculum-Development Matters, which 
shows how these themes (a unique child, plus 
positive relationships, plus enabling 
environments equal to learning and 
development) and the principles that inform 
them, work together for children in the EYFS. 
The Characteristics of Effective Learning and 
the prime and specific Areas of Learning and 
Development are all interconnected. These 
include; playing and exploring-engagement, 
active learning-motivation, creating and 
critical-thinking. 
There are seven areas of learning and 
development. These include; Personal, Social 
and Emotional Development, Physical 
Development, Communication and Language, 
Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding the 
World, Expressive Arts and Design. 
To support quality and best practice in EYFS, 
we follow the Cornerstone curriculum which is 
an Enquiry four-stage pedagogy built on 
academic research and years of practical 
teaching experience. 
Children explore different stages to ENGAGE, 
DEVELOP, INNOVATE and EXPRESS their 
learning. 
We also follow children’s interests to inform 
planning. We observe children to assess their 
interests, progress and attainment by using an 
app called 2Simple. 
It tracks children’s learning journey and informs 
teachers in planning for individual children 
needs and next steps. All classes in EYFS have 
interactive whiteboards which facilitate 
teachers to use these as a learning tool. They 
make learning more engaging and enjoyable 
for the children. There are two computers in 
every EYFS class for children to access 
independently to complete age appropriate 
software and practice different computer skills.
 IPads are also available for children to use in 
lessons and research purpose. 
Children go to specialist lessons for French, P.E, 
swimming, music and attend enrichment 
activities. 
We have an outstanding EYFS state of the art 
LEGO studio with educational sets, activity 
packs, teacher resources and programming 
tools. 
GEMS CIK has a dedicated team of Early Years 
teachers and centre to provide children with 
the finest surroundings for their best first 
school experience.

JAMES INGHAM 
Head of Creative Arts

The Music Department is thriving, going 
from strength to strength and the vibe 
around the department is fantastic.
We are proud to offer instrumental lessons 
through our partnership with the Kampala 
Music School. As a result, presently, 1 in 6 
students have private tuition on a range of 
instruments. 
Meanwhile, our choirs and extra-curricular activities are swelling with 
numbers. 
We have also seen the addition of new instrument based ensembles for all 
age groups including; The GEMS Band, The Year 7 and 9 Bands, String Group, 
Drum Corp, Guitar Group as well as all the existing ensembles: Primary and 
Secondary Choirs, Orf Group, Recorder Group, Ukug, Music Tech Club and the 
class room ensembles. 
Rounding off the successes from last year, I am pleased to announce that our 
IGCSE students achieved 100% A Grades and we had our first three ABRSM 
certificates awarded for Violin and Singing. 
Our Music Technology numbers have grown at Level 3 Btec in the Sixth Form 
and the studio is developing each day.  
In April 2019, we shall host the International Primary School’s Music Festival 
here at GEMS CIK and after the success of our secondary musical ‘Hairspray’ 
last year.  

CREATING A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE, 
COME BE PART OF IT.

celebrating FIVE YEARS of nurturing confident,
independent, self motivated learners in our region and beyond.
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