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Commitment. During a meeting with the members of the Natural Resources 
Committee and some members of the Budget Committee of Parliament in 
Jinja the legislators made commitment to support the work of the Council. 

The Atomic Energy Council 
(AEC) has continued to make 
strides in regulating atomic 

and nuclear energy applications in 
the country. Established in 2008, the 
Council is mandated to regulate the 
peaceful applications of ionizing ra-
diation in Uganda to provide for the 
protection and safety of society and 
environment from dangers resulting 
from ionizing radiation.

Despite the financial challenges 
associated with most government 
agencies, AEC has carried out 970 in-
spections covering 91 per cent  of the 
registered facilities. Officials from the 
agency say a lot of progress has been 
made in radiation protection and 
safety, Management of radioactive 
waste, Environmental monitoring, 
Radiological Emergency Prepared-
ness and Response and monitoring of 
occupational radiation workers.

They say the Council has provided 
improvement in radiation protection 
and safety infrastructure in facilities; 
Reduced risks due to exposure to ion-
izing radiation; increased skills and 
knowledge in radiation protection 
and safety for radiation workers; im-
proved safety culture, public aware-
ness, nuclear security of radiation 
sources in facilities among others.

During a meeting with the members 
of the Natural Resources Committee 
and some members of the Budget 
Committee of Parliament in Jinja the 
legislators made commitment to sup-
port the work of the Council.

Need for more seNsitizatioN

Ruth Katushabe, MP for 
Bukomansimbi North who also sits 
on the Natural Resources Committee 

said the engagement with the Council has 
been a positive one and hopes better things 
will come out of it.
She however said that like many Ugandans 
out there do not understand the difference 
between nuclear energy and nuclear bomb, 
she has been worried.
“I was one of the Ugandans that were 
worried because I didn’t know why we 
needed the Council. When you talk about 
atomic energy, one thinks about the 
nuclear bombs, which are very destructive. 
However, when we engaged with the 
Council, we realized that the country needs 

the council. We realized that we need to 
support the Council to do its role, especially 
the regulatory role because if they are not 
supported financially it can be dangerous.” 
Katushabe said. 
The Chairperson of the Atomic Energy 
Council Dr Akisophel Kisolo said that; 
initially the Council only had capacity to 
regulate the ongoing peaceful applications, 
but since the trend has now changed, they 
are also retraining the staff for nuclear 
energy regulation. 
“When it comes to the level of 
preparedness as Council, we now have 
training for staff, we have people who are 
trained specifically for nuclear regulation. 
We have about three staff members who 
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Good progress. Despite financial 
challenges associated with most 
government agencies, Atomic Energy 
Council has carried out 970 inspections 
covering 91 per cent of registered facilities, 
which shows good progress in terms of 
regulation,  writes Franklin Draku.

iNspected.  At least 91 per cent  of the 
registered facilities have been inspected with 
emphasis put on  management of radioactive 
waste, environmental monitoring, radiological 
emergency preparedness and response and 
monitoring of occupational radiation workers. 

91 per cent 
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Parliamentary 
Committee 
of Natural 
Resources 
with the staff 
members of 
Atomic
Energy Council 
at source of the 
Nile Hotel Jinja.   
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Protection. 
AEC say a lot of 
progress has been 
made in radiation 
protection and 
safety, managing 
radioactive waste, 
environmental 
monitoring, 
radiological 
emergency 
preparedness 
and response 
and monitoring 
of occupational 
radiation workers. 
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Mr Noah Deogratias Luwalira, the 
Secretary and CEO of AEC said that 
Uganda has made significant prog-
ress in ensuring nuclear safety and 
security in the county.

“We have developed regulations 
and safety guidelines, registered 
facilities with radiation sources 
country wide, developed capacity in 
waste management, environmental 
monitoring, emergency prepared-
ness and response, monitored radia-
tion workers, carried out inspections 
and licensed the registered facilities” 
Luwalira said.

He said as a regulator that oper-
ates independent of political pres-
sure, Ministry of Energy has been of 
great help in supporting the Council 
to ensure that it matures into an in-
dependent and competent regulatory 
authority in the nuclear energy sub 
sector.

“It is important for its credibility 
and effectiveness that a regulatory 
body has effective independence in 
order to make the necessary deci-
sions with respect to the safety of 
workers, public and environment and 
security of radioactive sources” said 
Luwalira

Mr Luwalira said Uganda moved 
in a green country category in the 
Thematic Safety Area one (TSA1-
Strengthening Regulatory Infra-
structure for safety in 2018 after the 
International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) assessed Uganda as a mem-
ber state on its progress thus joining 
other African countries like Zimba-
bwe that had already reached the 
status.  

The CEO said he is counting on 
the support of the legislators to en-
sure that the Council moves forward 
and transforms into an independent 
and competent regulatory author-
ity within the Uganda government 
structure.

“I also recognize that to achieve 
this we need to enhance our coopera-
tion and good coordination as this is 

very critical and indispensable if we 
are to meet the expectations of the 
people.”

Legislators root for nuclear energy
Mr Edmund Ariko, a member of 

the Natural Resources Committee 
of Parliament said they will support 
the Council to ensure that it fulfils its 
mandate. He said the step Uganda is 
taking to go nuclear is positive and 
needs to be supported.

“The idea of Uganda having a nu-
clear power plant is something that 
should have happened a long time 
ago therefore its more than the best 
time it should be happening now. “In 
my view there is a lot of prepared-
ness we need to do because nuclear 
energy in itself is a very important 
source of energy because it’s clean, 
it’s relatively cheaper than the hydro 
power as well as all the other forms 
of energy.”

He said the Council should work 
on the misconception that develop-
ing nuclear energy means developing 
atomic bombs.

He said as a country, there are a 
number of things which must be done 
since nuclear energy and all atomic 
related engagements are regulated 
by the International Atomic Energy 
Agency and Nuclear Energy conven-
tions and protocols.  

“As parliament, it is our role to re-
view and ensure that government has 
accented to and domesticated these 
conventions because we are part of 
the wider framework of the UN and 
adherence to some of the regulations, 
some of the agreements and resolu-

tions of the Security Council.”

Demand for full authority 
Ariko also said the Council should 

be elevated to full authority with fi-
nancial powers to carry out its activi-
ties. 

“By and large the role of Atomic 
Energy Council has largely been 
misunderstood because it’s a young 
agency, largely because it has been 
operating as a subsidiary agency 
within the Ministry of Energy and 
Mineral Development. What is most 
critical for us to do now is to ensure 
that as quickly as possible; the atomic 
energy bill needs to be introduced in 
the parliament.”

The legislator said the elevation 
will give the Council the financial 
muscle to carry out its work without 
undue cuttings in the funding.

“Currently it operates as a subven-
tion, its budget is presented under 
the  Ministry of Energy and Mineral 
Development, it’s subjected to other 
competing sub sectors within the 
ministry and therefore being the 
smaller one, most of the time you 
find that the agency suffers because 
once the ministry doesn’t look at its 
work as a priority then the funds are 
diverted.”

With the proposal to move its 
headquarters to Mpoma in Mukono 
district, Ariko hopes that the council 
will be in a better position to carry 
its mandate. 
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have trained in regulatory aspects up to 
the level of master’s degree, but that in 
principle is not sufficient. We need to 
train more of those who can advise us on 
requirements for sites for nuclear power 
plant requirements for environmental 
protection and other applications. As we 
move towards that critical development, 
government will need to provide more funds 
for these issues,” Dr Kisolo said.
Dr Kisolo also said as a regulator, they have 
been working closely with the government 
to develop the necessary legislation to 
regulate peaceful use of radiation sources. 
He said that they have had the challenges 
of funding, which slows down Council work. 
“To be more effective we need more 

funding, the present level of funding 
is inadequate and we have put it to 
government that they should fund the 
agency to do better work.”
He also said the existing laws didn’t take 
into consideration the development of 
nuclear energy for electricity generation, 
and that there is need to either review and 
strengthen the existing laws, or develop 
new sets of laws to cater for nuclear energy 
development in Uganda.
“The existing law is not adequate enough 
for nuclear power development, so the AEC 
has to work with government to strengthen  
the existing law or come up with another 
law for nuclear energy development,” he 
said. 

By and large the 
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Energy Council 
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largely because 
it has been 
operating as 
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the Ministry 
of Energy 
and Mineral 
Development. 
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Members of the 
Natural Resources 
Committee of 
Parliament with 
the Atomic Energy 
Council staff at 
Mpoma-Mukono.

We have developed regulations and safety guidelines, registered facilities with 
radiation sources country wide, developed capacity in waste management, 
environmental monitoring, emergency preparedness and response, monitored 
radiation workers, carried out inspections and licensed the registered facilities,”
Mr noAh dEogrAtiAs luwAlirA, thE sEcrEtAry And chiEf ExEcutivE off of AtoMic EnErgy council 


