
The Ministry of Water and Environment held the Second 
Uganda Water and Environment Week (UWEWK) at the 
Water Resource Institute in Entebbe starting on Monday 
18th March and is concluding on Friday 22nd, March 
2019 with the annual commemoration of three important 
International Environmental Days: World Forest Day, 
World Water Day and World Meteorological Day. The 
theme for World Forest Day is ‘Forests and Education’, 
that for World Water Day is ‘Leaving no one behind’ 
and that for World Meteorological day is ‘The Sun, the 
Earth and the Weather’. The UWEWK 2019 was offi cially 
opened by the Minister of Water and Environment Hon. 
Sam Cheptoris on Monday 18th March 2019 in Entebbe 
and will offi cially be closed on 22nd March 2019 by the 
Rt. Hon Speaker of Parliament Rebecca Kadaga. 

Uganda Water and Environment Week (UWEWK) 
is a weeklong event that is organized annually by 
Ministry of Water and Environment (MWE). Since 
its initiation in 2018, the event seeks to contribute 
towards the attainment of Sustainable Socio-economic 
Transformation in collaboration with various partners 

and stakeholders. It provides an interface for sector 
actors and other stakeholders for knowledge exchange 
and improvement of Uganda’s water and environment 
resources. This year the focus of UWEWK 2019 was 
on the centrality of water and environment in achieving 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030. 

The UWEWK 2019 is linked to: Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs); achievement of economic 
goals such as reaching middle income status by 2020; 
and to Uganda’s National Development Plan II (NDP II), 
which focused on achieving structural transformation 
through increased industrial activity, with emphasis 
on manufacturing, including value addition in agro-
processing. As Uganda seeks to industrialize and 
meet national development goals, development and 
management of water and environment resources will be 
critical to ensuring steady growth of the manufacturing, 
agricultural and service sectors. 

The theme of UWEWK 2019 was Water and 
Environment a strategic driver in attainment of 
Sustainable Development Goals 2030. The goal of 
UWEWK 2019 was to improve the understanding of 
the centrality of water and environment resources in 
attainment of SDGs by 2030.

Under the major theme, fi ve sub-themes formed 
the basis for discussions namely; 
• Water-food-energy-ecosystem nexus: This theme 

focused on the inseparable link among security 
of water, energy, food and ecosystems which 
underpins sustainable economies and human well-
being. 

• Water, environment and Society: This theme 
focused on how water and environment contribute 
to society and how society can enhance its 
stewardship role and contribute effectively to 
achievement of SDGs related to water and 

environment.
• Green growth: The theme aimed at exploring 

opportunities for achieving green growth through 
sustainable development and management of water 
and environment resources.

• Blue economy and SDGs: The theme introduced 
the Blue Economy concept, which is the economic 
benefi t, and value we realize from the Earth’s 
freshwater environment.  Sustainable Blue Economy 
provides social and economic benefi ts for current 
and future generations, restores, protects and 
maintains the diversity, productivity and resilience 
of aquatic ecosystems, and is based on clean 
technologies, renewable energy, and circular 
material fl ows.

• Financing Sustainable Development: Goals 
(SDGs): This theme focused on innovative funding 
opportunities and investment vehicles that can 
support national efforts to achieve the SDGs related 
to water and environment.

The Uganda Water and Environment Week 2019 
provided an open and dynamic platform for key 
stakeholders and participants to enhance their capacity; 
form intelligent, viable and sustainable partnerships; and 
review water sector implementation; thereby advancing 
the cause for national water, environment, sanitation, 
livelihood improvement and poverty reduction agenda. 
It also provided an opportunity for participants to 
exchange views and experiences through dialogue and 
network; foster new thinking; and benchmark on best 
practices in the water sector and develop solutions to 
the most pressing water related challenges facing us 
today. Critically, it provided an opportunity to strengthen 
partnerships to increase water sector fi nancing. 

The overall goal of UWEWK 2019 was to improve the 
understanding of the centrality of water and environment 
resources in attainment of SDGs by 2030.

The UWEWK 2019 pre-event activities included clean 
up exercises that took place in the 6 deconcentrated 
regions of the Ministry namely Karamoja region, Eastern 
region, South Western region, Central region, Northern 
region and Rwenzori region. There was also a cleanup 
exercise in Entebbe Municipality on 16th March 2019.

Key highlights of UWEWK were:
a. Over 900 participants attended the Uganda and 

Environment Week 2019
b. Over 60 Organisations exhibited different 

technologies and innovations.
c. Six key note presentations on different  subjects 

namely Water and Environment- a strategic driver 
in attainment of Sustainable Development Goals 
2030, Water-Food-Energy-Ecosystem Nexus, 
Water-Sanitation-Environment and Society, Financing 
Sustainable Development goals, Green growth, Blue 
Economy were delivered by International experts from 
around the World namely Peter Koefoed Bjornsen 
from Denmark, Nagaraja Rao Harshadeep from 
USA, Ian Palmer from South Africa, Alan Nicol from 
Ethiopia, Stuart Worsley from United Kingdom and Dr. 
Joseph Yossie Shevel from Israel.

d. Five dialogues involving various policy makers, 
technocrats and experts from within Uganda and the 
World.

e. Ten Applied training courses were conducted. 
f. Eight fi eld visits in various locations such as Kyansuzi 

Central Forest Reserve, Kamengo in Mpigi district, 
Lubigi and Nyanama in Kampala, Kampilingisa in 
Mpigi district, Entebbe airport, Jinja, Kiwenda in 
Wakiso, Kanamba in Mityana district and Namayumba 
in Wakiso district.

g. Over 140 paper presentations on sub themes related 
to water and environment issues.

	  

	   MINISTRY OF WATER AND ENVIRONMENT

State Minister for Environment Hon. Dr Goretti Mary 
Kitutu addressing the Youth about environmental 

protection measures during the Uganda Water and 
Environment week

Panelists conducting a dialogue session during the 
Week

Permanent Secretary Mr. Alfred Okot Okidi handing 
over an award to Mr. Nagaraja Rao Harshadeep 
a key note speaker during the Uganda Water and 

Environment Week

Hon. Sam Cheptoris visiting the exhbition stall of 
Davis and Shirtliff stall during the Uganda Water and 

Environment Week

Offi cials attending dialogue sessions during the Uganda 
Water and Environment week

Inspection of Manze solar powered water project
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Exhibition exercise that took place in the Eastern region

Minister of Water and Environment Sam 
Cheptoris planting a tree during the offi cial 
opening of Uganda Water and Environment 

Week 2019


