
verall, women are  
underrepresent-

ed not only in 
d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g 

processes but also their 
participation in good 
governance and demand-
ing for accountability is 
limited at all levels. 

 This is greatly attributed to 
social-cultural barriers 
which dictate their domes-
tic roles and often draws 
them out of public circles. 
However, efforts to uphold 
women’s contribution in 
the subject matter is 
increasingly becoming 
critical today.

 The Gender Responsive 
Accountability and 
Citizen’s Empowerment 
(GRACE) Project being 
implemented in Alebtong 
and Amolatar districts 
under the DINU programme 
has provided an opportuni-
ty for women to voice out 
concerns that affect them 
to influence budget 
decision-making processes. 
Establishing the Gender 
Participatory Budget Clubs 

(GPBCs) has empowered 
women to undertake gender 
responsive service delivery 
monitoring exercises alongside 
their male counterparts. This has 
enabled them to learn from 
each other as they gradually 
and collectively attain 
confidence in holding duty 
bearers accountable. 

 This project intervention has 
enabled active formations that 
bring forward combined 
ordinary citizens’ interests & 
perspectives to decision 
makers in the district planning 

and budgeting spaces. A 
testimony from Apio Linda, a 
un-educated teenage mother 
and a Gender Participatory 
Budget Champion (GPBC) from 
Muntu S/C in Amolatar thrilled 
many during a joint field 
monitoring when she 
acclaimed,   `Even me who is 
not educated, I have learnt 
that I can take my issues to the 
leaders and they listen to me.’

 To further appreciate women’s 
assertiveness, the Alebtong 
District Dialogue provided an 
opportunity to exhibit their 

confidence by demanding for 
downward accountability from 
duty bearers. Atim Sidonia 
(PWD), a GPBC member from 
Omoro S/C in Alebtong district 
raised a concern during the 
district dialogue held on 09th 
December 2020 about why the 
district doesn’t pay critical 
attention to PWDs during the 
Budget process. 

 “I thank CSBAG and Diakonia 
for accepting PWDs to be part 
of the PGBCs and for facilitating 
us to attend this Alebtong 
District Dialogue,’’ said Sidonia.

 Women’s empowerment to 

participate in good gover-
nance and demanding for 
accountability is a gradual 
process which develops with 
confidence building,  regaining 
of self-esteem and greatly 
requires community mindset 
change to appreciate their 
roles. 

 As the project strives to 
achieve this, it will act as a 
sustainability strategy for 
demanding for accountability 
as they influence the decision 
making process even after the 
project period.   
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