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Many underprivileged but 
bright students continue 
to drop out of school, es-

pecially at the university level. 
This creates significant hardships 

for such students in their lives as 
they struggle to have a better fu-
ture. 

According to Makerere Univer-
sity Vice Chancellor Prof Barnabas 
Nawangwe, more than 1,000 stu-
dents drop out of the university ev-
ery year for lack of tuition. 

He said the financial constraints 
worsened by the Covid-19 pan-
demic led to more than 2,000 stu-
dents drop out of Makerere Univer-
sity last year.

Under its scholar’s programme, 
Mastercard Foundation has 
awarded 53 bright but economi-
cally disadvantaged students 
scholarships to study at Makerere 
University.

Presiding over the Mastercard 
Foundation scholars awarding 
ceremony last week at Makerere 
University, Prof Nawangwe com-
mended Mastercard Foundation 
for sponsoring the needy students 
and urged the scholars not to let 
the foundation down but study and 
become better leaders.

He said the foundation has lent 
a hand to many of Africa‘s youth to 
get good education and change 

the fortunes of Africa through men-
torship and leadership training. He 
asked the scholars not to squander 
the opportunity. 

“Many needy children want to be 
at school but cannot because of fi-
nancial constraints,  please don’t 
let Mastercard Foundation down, 
do not be careless, study hard, and 
become good leaders. You are the 
last cohort of the first phase of the 
Mastercard Foundation scholarship 
programme, and I want to pray that 
you are not the last to be assisted,” 
he said. He added: “Mastercard 
Foundation will be encouraged to 
sponsor more students if they see 
that their investment is producing 

tangible results.” Prof Nawangwe 
revealed that most Mastercard 
scholars have performed well with 
one of the scholars being the best 
student of the university in sciences 
at the last graduation.  

Dr Umar Kakumba, the Chairper-

son of the steering committee, ap-
plauded the selection committee 
for selecting the cohort six schol-
ars amidst the challenges posed by 
Covid-19.

He said the Mastercard Founda-
tion Scholars Program is designed 
to provide scholars with holistic 
support, including academic cur-
ricular that is relevant to the job 
market, mentoring, counseling 
and psychosocial support services 
as well as experiential learning 
through volunteerism, internships, 
and social entrepreneurship.

“I would like to urge you cohort 
six scholars to tap into the various 
opportunities that the program 

presents to you during your stay at 
the university. You will realize that 
unlike other university students, 
you are going to enjoy extra skills 
training opportunities,” he said.  

Dr Justine Namalwa, Mastercard 
Foundation Scholars Program Co-
ordinator, said this is the last co-
hort of scholars to be admitted as 
the first phase of the 10-year pro-
gramme winds up. 

Each scholar, according to Dr 
Namaalwa will get $30,000 (about 
Shs109m) to complete the course.

She said the target for scholar-
ships has been surpassed over 
the seven years since the program 
started in 2013. 

“I’ m happy to note that we have 
surpassed the target and we have 
so far recruited 1,032 scholars, of 
whom, 76 per cent are females and 
24 per cent, males. Even within this 
category, we have other categories 
especially the international schol-
ars, refugees, and internally dis-
placed persons,” she said. 

Entrepreneurship fund
Dr Namaalwa said through the 

entrepreneurship fund, the founda-
tion supports alumni who want to 
undertake entrepreneurship roles 
after graduation. 

About Mastercard Foundation 
Scholars program

Mastercard Foundation in part-
nership with Makerere University 
offer scholarships to 1,000 aca-
demically bright but economically 
disadvantaged youth from Africa to 
study at the university. 

The program is in its seventh year 
of implementation with the goal of 
educating and empowering the 
next generation of leaders.

53 needy students get scholarships
Partnership. Mastercard 
Foundation in partnership 
with Makerere University offer 
scholarships to academically 
bright but economically 
disadvantaged youth from Africa 
to study at the university.

I’ m delighted to preside over the 
scholarship awarding ceremony 
for the sixth cohort of the Mas-

tercard Foundation Scholars Pro-
gramme at Makerere University. 

Makerere University is the old-
est and premier public university 
in Uganda and East Africa, having 
started its journey in 1922. 

Makerere University is also the 
principal destination in Africa for 
many people seeking higher edu-
cation. The vision of Makerere Uni-
versity is; “To be a thought leader 
of knowledge generation for so-
cietal transformation and devel-
opment” and the mission is; “To 
provide transformative and inno-
vative teaching, learning, research 
and service responsive to dynamic 
national and global needs.” These 
place you in a very unique position, 
which you should strive to uphold 
at all times. 

I would like to officially welcome 
you to Mastercard Foundation 
Scholars Program at Makerere Uni-
versity and congratulate you upon 
being selected for this prestigious 
scholarship program. 

You are among the privileged mi-
nority to access fully funded private 
higher education because more 
than 1,000 students drop out of the 
university every year because they 
cannot pay fees, and this year, the 
Coronavirus pandemic has made 
it worse doubling the number to 

2000 students who dropped due 
to financial stress. 

I’ m told that you have already 
had a fruitful orientation engage-
ment with the Program Implemen-
tation Team and other members of 
the university management in your 
respective colleges. 

I’ m aware you were told about 
your academic obligations and re-

sponsibilities, your leadership op-
portunities at the university, tips on 
how to succeed academically, and 
the support services at your dis-
posal. Therefore, you have been 
given every information to enable 
you excel. 

Both Makerere University and 
Mastercard Foundation expect aca-
demic excellence from you. Failure 
to live up to our academic expec-
tations will lead to discontinuation 
from this scholarship program. 

However, neither Makerere Uni-
versity nor Mastercard Foundation 
expects you to fail and be discon-
tinued. We are training you to be 
the next generation of achievers 
and leaders who will be commit-
ted to service and giving back to 
your community. 

Scholars program 
nurturing leaders, 
says Prof Nawangwe
Academics. Recently, the Vice 
Chancellor of Makerere University 
Prof Barnabas Nawangwe 
presided over the Mastercard 
Foundation scholars awarding 
ceremony at Makerere University. 
Daily Monitor’s Paul Murungi 
transcribes his speech.
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Scholars celebrate after receiving their scholarships from Mastercard Foundation at Makerere 
University last week. PHOTO BY GODFREY LUGAAJU
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Makerere University entered 
a partnership with the 
Mastercard Foundation 

to offer scholarships to 1,000 aca-
demically bright but economically 
disadvantaged youth from Africa to 
study at Makerere University from 
2013 to 2023.

The scholarship program has so 
far been conducted for seven suc-
cessful years and many alumni have 
benefited from it. 

The program has surpassed the 
target and so far, 1032 individuals 
of whom 76 per cent are females 
and 24 males have been recruited. 
It also caters for other categories 
such as international scholars and 
refugees.

According to Dr Justine Na-
maalwa, Mastercard Foundation 
Scholars Program Coordinator, 
the collaboration with Makerere 
University is a 10-year period worth 

$2.1m. The program covers tuition 
and other facilities such as accom-
modation, laptops,  meals, and 
supporting scholars on leadership 
trainings and mentorship.

Selection criteria 
Dr Namaalwa says every year, 

scholarships are advertised in the 
media for the needy but bright stu-
dents to apply. After applying, the 
applicants go through a selection 
criterion, which involves academic 
grades that qualify for private ad-
mission to the university and one’s 
economic background as they 
must be vulnerable and cannot af-
ford university education. 

Applicants are then taken through 
interviews and upon completion, 
the selection committee follows 
them up to their homes to double-
check whether they are eligible for 
the scholarship.

“The process has some chal-
lenges, including accessing peo-
ple, but the Program Implementa-

tion Team (PIT) comes into action 
to support and navigate all these 
challenges to make sure that those 
who are due get the scholarship 
accordingly,” she says.

Dr Namaalwa says the Master-
card Foundation scholarships pro-
vide scholars with whatever they 
need to study as well as offering 
them skills development. 

“We have 211 graduates out 
there in the world of work. We have 
just undertaken a tracer study to 
see where they are,” she says.

Mastercard Foundation has three 
main pathways when you complete 
your first degree. One can go to 
formal advanced education and 
the programme helps you to get 
connected, through formal employ-
ment where through skills develop-
ment, scholars are supported on 
how to write a CV, how to appear 
for an interview and how to deliver 
at work and entrepreneurship. 

Mastercard Foundation has 
three key flagship projects under 

the scholarship entrepreneurship 
fund. 

The Dash for the Girls project 
where a group of scholars came 
together when they were still at the 
university and received a fund to 
start a project for making sanitary 

pads for the children in Northern 
Uganda.

Rabbits for Women in the North-
ern region is another project un-
der the entrepreneuship fund. The 
alumni also invented a solar dryer 
for the Eastern region. 

Mastercard Foundation 
program exceeds target

“We have 211 
graduates out 
there in the world 
of work. We have 
just undertaken 
a tracer study to 
see where they 
are. In terms of 
leadership, we 
have had scholars 
hold different 
elective positions. 
We have received 
positive feedback 
about our alumni 
in the formal 
employment 
that they are 
performing well,” 

Dr Justine 
Namaalwa, 
Mastercard 
Foundation 
program 
coordinator.

Dr Justine Namaalwa, Mastercard Foundation Scholars Program 
Coordinator at Makerere University. PHOTO BY GODFREY LUGAAJU

PROGRAM BENEFITS
The program provides financial, 
social, and academic support 
to scholars. financial support 
includes, but is not limited to 
tuition fees, accommodation, 
books, and other scholastic 
materials. 

2013
MASTERCARD 
SCHOLARSHIP 

PROGRAM 
STARTED

Makerere University Vice Chancellor Prof Barnabas Nawangwe 
(right), hands over a scholarship package to Aceng Treasure, one 
of the cohort six scholars. PHOTO BY GODFREY LUGAAJU

Scholars, alumni applaud 
Mastercard Foundation 

“I got to know about the Master-
card scholarship program through 
a friend and I applied. I did inter-
views and upon completion, the 
Mastercard Foundation team vis-
ited our home and got to know 
about my status.

I grew up with a single mum and 
she could not afford the university 
fees and I didn’t see myself attain-
ing higher education. 

This scholarship means a lot to 
me, it has opened for me gates of 
securing a bright future as a girl. 

I always dreamt of making it to 
Makerere University when I was 
growing up. I pray that God helps 
me work hard and give back to 
society. I want to move out of uni-
versity a happy person.”

Testimonies. Mastercard Foundation in partnership with Makerere 
University has been offering scholarships to bright but economically 
disadvantaged youth to pursue different academic courses. Daily 
Monitor’s Godfrey Lugaaju, randomly spoke to some of the scholars 
and alumni about this program.

Elizabeth Amunyo, 21, 
Bachelors of Arts (Arts)

“I did A-Level in 2018, I tried 
applying for a Mastercard scholar-
ship in 2019 but I did not succeed 
and then applied again. I have 
been teaching in Amuru High 
School before lockdown and later 
went into farming when schools 
were closed due to Covid-19. 

This scholarship is a light made 
visible for me as my future is now 
bright. I have come to the univer-
sity to do what is right and keep 
my scholarship. 

My academic excellence and 
family background helped me get 
this scholarship. All I want is to 
work hard and make my people 
in the village and funders proud 
so they can look at me as a role 
model.”

Mark Olyel, 21, Bachelors of 
Biomedical Engineering

“My experience with Master-
card Foundation for the past 
three years of my course has 
been a great one. Through the 
different workshops organised, I 
have been able to acquire leader-
ship and communication skills.

Being an alumni, I got to know 
other cohort scholars from around 
the globe. I got the opportunity 
to work with the Mastercard Pro-
gram Implementation Team for 
one and half years. I advise the 
cohort six scholars to know why 
they were selected for this pro-
gramme and use skills gained 
from the university and the pro-
gramme to transform their com-
munities.”

Sharifa Negesa, 24, Bachelors 
of Information Technology

“Being part of the Mastercard 
Foundation scholars program 
was very encouraging and sup-
portive. The programme gave 
us full support in academics and 
life skills. The core values of the 
scholarship being leadership 
and community give back were 
instilled in us and up to now they 
are still part of me. 

The scholarship provided me 
with an opportunity to learn life 
skills. We got entrepreneurial 
training to gain entrepreneur-
ship skills. I advise the cohort 
six members to make use of this 
opportunity and tap into the re-
sources availed to them.”

Paul Bulibabuti, 26, Bachelors 
of Development Economics

Recap of scholarship awarding ceremony
Mastercard 
Foundation 
scholars, 
alumni 
and other 
officials at 
the awarding 
ceremony. 
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Dr Muhammad Ntale, Chairperson of 
the Mastercard Foundation selection 
committee giving his remarks at the 
function

Makerere 
University 
School of 
Performing 
Arts 
and Film 
entertain 
guests

BRIGHT FUTURE

“The Mastercard foundation 
Scholars Program will give you 
a wholesome experience that 
will open pathways to a bright 
future. I encourage you to use 
the resources and support 
availed to you.”


