
As ChildFund joins the rest of the world to mark 
International Women’s Day, we are highlighting 
some of the best practices from our projects 
aimed at elevating women and girls’ rights in their 
communities.  We believe that an environment 
with Women in leadership in a COVID-19 world 
is one where no woman or girl has to suffer from 
Gender-Based Violence (GBV). 

With funding from ChildFund Korea and Korea 
International Cooperation Agency (KIOCA), 
ChildFund has been implementing a project, 
Building Resilience and Protection Systems 
(BRePs) in Palorinya refugee settlement and host 
communities in Obongi district. 

The project that started in March 2019 aimed 
to improve the wellbeing of children and youth 
in refugee and host communities in Palorinya 
Refugee settlement and Host Communities in 
Obongi District. 

ChildFund’s assessment at the start of the 
project  established that Gender Based 
Violence is one of the major child protection 
risks in the settlement and host community. 

Consequently, ChildFund’s interventions 
have been geared towards strengthening of the 
community-based structures such as the Local 
Council system, Refugee Welfare Councils, Child 
Protection Committees, Education centers and 
formation of Male Action Groups to prevent and 
respond to gender-based violence cases among 
other child protection risks.  

ChildFund has applied the approach of engaging 
men and boys through male action groups as allies 
in stemming gender-based violence in Palorinya 
Refugee Settlement and the host community.  

There was formation of 35 Male Action groups 
that were trained as champions of social change 
among their fellow men. As a result, they have 
been able to mobilize over 500 more men in 
their communities as change agents that advocate 
strongly for the rights of women and girls. Boys 
have also been engaged to appreciate the role they 
play in prevention and response of gender-based 
violence in their respective communities.

Elisiba a member of the Refugee Welfare Council 
in Parorinya said the awareness created about 

GBV in communities has brought more families 
unity.

“Men and boys didn’t understand that they 
can be actively involved in prevention of 
gender-based violence but now we see the 

boys more protective of their sisters,” he said.

Elisiba added that the male action groups are 
comprised of both refugees and members from 
the host community working together towards a 
common goal of fighting GBV and it has promoted 
harmonious living between them.

A total of 145 Community Activists in zone 3 
Palorinya Refugee Settlement were trained and 
engaged on using the “Start, Awareness, Support, 

Action” methodology. Consequently, the activists 
have become more confident in engaging people 
and sharing information on prevention of violence 
against women and girls.

Christine, a Community Activist in Parolinya 
zone 3 said the trainings equipped them with 
skills to share information on various aspects of 
violence ranging from rape, defilement, physical 
and emotional violence including identifying 
GBV cases in communities.

“People now understand the referral pathways 
such as reporting to police and we send some cases 
for further attention to health centers and NGOs 
that support GBV prevention and response where 
necessary, “added Christine.

She also pointed out that the community activists 
are also involved in counselling of survivors of 
gender-based violence. 

As part of global campaign against GBV in 2019 
and 2020, ChildFund supported the different GBV 
structures to participate in campaigns that prevent 
and respond to gender-based violence within 
communities such as the 16 Days of Activism. 
These campaigns have been used to reinforce the 
information on GBV prevention.

ChildFund continues to work through the local 
leadership and community protection structures 
to completely stem out GBV in Palorinya 
refugee settlement, the host community and in 
other communities and families of children that 
participate in our programs.
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