
 In sub-Saharan Africa, postharvest losses of cereals can 
amount to as much as 31 percent of production every year. 
COVID-19 lockdown measures have increased the loss and 
waste of many food crops. 

 Postharvest losses in Uganda
• In 2020, Uganda lost 16.3 percent of its maize crop, worth 

over USD 100 million. The postharvest losses of maize in 
2020 were equivalent to the annual dietary energy 
requirements of over 4 million children under five years 
old. 

• Over 13 percent of Uganda’s rice crop was lost posthar-
vest in 2019, equivalent to over USD 34 million. Rice losses 
in 2020 – nearly 37 000 tonnes – were equivalent to the 
annual energy requirements of over 145 000 women of 
childbearing age. 

       
 In the 2014 Malabo Declaration, African Union governments 
committed to cutting postharvest loss in half by 2025. At the 
global level, the third target of Sustainable Development 
Goal 12.3 is “to halve per capita food waste at the retail and 

consumer levels and reduce food losses along production 
and supply chains, including postharvest losses, by 2030.” 

 
 APHLIS analyses the annual postharvest losses of cereal, 

legume and root and tuber crops at national and subnational 
levels across sub-Saharan Africa. To do so, APHLIS 
combines academic research with on-the-ground data 
collection by a network of experts to produce science-based 
postharvest loss estimates, including calculations of the 
volume of losses and the nutritional and financial 
dimensions of such losses. The most reliable source of 
information on postharvest losses currently available, 
APHLIS generates information that would be prohibitively 
expensive to obtain through loss assessment activities in 
the field. All loss estimates and the models used to create 
them are freely available on the APHLIS website. 

 APHLIS postharvest loss estimates are available at 
www.APHLIS.net. Contact cephas.taruvinga@aphlis.net 
and G.E.Onumah@greenwich.ac.uk  for more information. 
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