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With a vision that education 
is a catalyst for social and 
economic change, the 

Mastercard Foundation Scholars 
Program focuses on developing 
leaders who are transformative 
and encouraging them to be active 
contributors in their communities.

The program which is developing 
Africa’s next generation of leaders 
allows students whose talent and 
promise exceed their financial re-
sources to complete their educa-
tion. 

The program provides financial, 
social, and academic support to 
scholars. The financial support in-
cludes tuition fees, accommoda-
tion, books, and other scholastic 
materials.

As a result, Makerere University 
entered a partnership with the 
Mastercard Foundation to offer 
scholarships to 1,000 academically 
bright but economically disadvan-
taged youth from Africa to study 
at Makerere University from 2013 
to 2023. 

The $20m program, which is run-
ning up to 2023, is implemented by 
Makerere University to develop the 

next generation of African leaders 
and also to promote the strategic 
objectives of the university and 
contributing to Africa’s higher edu-
cation sector and development. 

The project is implemented un-
der the leadership of the Planning 
and Development Directorate 
(PDD).

The program in its seventh year 
of implementation of phase one 
came with a motive of supporting 
the girl child though even the boys 
were not neglected.

According to Dr Justine Jumba 
Namaalwa, the Coordinator of the 
Mastercard Foundation Scholars 
Program, knowing the history of 
Africa and what has been written 
about the girl child on how they 
struggle to achieve higher educa-
tion was a trigger to extend a help-
ing hand to the most vulnerable 
group.

She says while the target was 

1,000 students, they have sur-
passed the target and so far, 1,034 
scholars have benefited from the 
programme.

“When we are recruiting scholars, 
the first requirement is academic 
excellence. You must have grades 
that qualify you to be at the univer-
sity. An applicant must also prove 
that they are academically bright 
but economically disadvantaged to 
quality,” Dr Namaalwa says.  

During the just-concluded 71st 
graduation ceremony, Mastercard 
Foundation Scholars Program re-
corded eight first class degree 
graduates.  

Selection process
Dr Namaalwa says every year, 

scholarships are advertised in the 
media for the needy but bright stu-
dents to apply. After applying, the 
applicants go through a selection 
criterion, which involves academic 
grades that qualify for private ad-
mission to the university and one’s 
economic background as they 
must be vulnerable and cannot af-
ford university education. 

Applicants are then taken through 
interviews and upon completion, 
the selection committee follows 
them up to their homes to double-
check whether they are eligible for 
the scholarship.

The Program Implementation 
Team (PIT) is charged with dissemi-
nating information up to hard-to-
reach areas to ensure that the tar-
geted vulnerable youth benefit.

“We have partners we work with 

to ensure that the scholarship doc-
uments reach all the districts,” she 
says. 

Dr Namaalwa adds that the selec-
tion committee also looks at lead-
ership and community service. 

“Probable scholars must pro-
vide evidence for having served 
as a leader at any level but also 

rendered community service;” she 
says.

The vulnerable regions such as 
northern and eastern are given 
more slots of up to 15 per cent re-
spectively. 

Dr Namaalwa, however, says they 
never get 100 per cent absorption 
of the northern slots. 

Scholars program enabling needy 
youth to acquire higher education
Partnership. Mastercard 
Foundation in partnership 
with Makerere University offer 
scholarships to academically 
bright but economically 
disadvantaged youth from Africa 
to study at the university.
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First class degree scholars share their stories 
Testimonies. Mastercard Foundation in partnership with Makerere University has been offering scholarships to bright but economically 
disadvantaged youth to pursue different academic courses. During the just-concluded 71 graduation ceremony at Makerere University, eight 
scholars graduated with first-class degrees.  Daily Monitor’s Godfrey Lugaaju, spoke to them.

“I finished my O-Level and A-
Level in Bulamu Seed Secondary 
School. I got to know about this  
scholarship programme through a 
friend who had gone to the univer-
sity where he saw an advert and 
called me to apply. 

The program has groomed me 
intellectually.  With the stipend 
they were giving us, I have been 
able to help my parents and also 
pay school fees for my siblings. 

My leadership skills were also en-
hanced as they gave us leadership 
training camps to groom us into 
perfect leaders.

I want to educate many trans-
formative leaders who can change 
people’s lives through innovative 
ideas such as using chemistry to 
make black stone. I have been en-
gaged in various activities at the 
university, including leadership and 
athletics.”

Arthur Mukasa (Science 
with Education majoring in 
Chemistry and Mathematics)

“I was raised by my father who 
is a primary teacher and mother 
a peasant farmer residing in 
Kyayaye village, Kayunga District.

I have been trained as a pro-
fessional teacher of History and 
Economics, a course I chose to 
transform society through educa-
tion.

While at Makerere University, I 
engaged in academic and co-cur-
ricular activities. In scholars activi-
ties, I was involved in  giving back 
and leadership activities.

I want to go for further educa-
tion and attain more knowledge 
that will enable me transform the 
community. I envision a country 
where all those who want to learn 
have a right and access to educa-
tion, a country where the youth 
can stand and challenge the sta-
tus quo if it doesn’t match their 
aspirations.” 

Timothy Oyo (Arts with 
Education specialising in 
History and Economics)

“I was raised by a single mother 
in Acholi, northern Uganda.

I attended Jinja Secondary 
School for both the Uganda Cer-
tificate of Education and Uganda 
Advanced Certificate of Education 
where I studied Geography, Eco-
nomics, Literature, and Sub-Math 
and scored 11 points.

During my vacation, I worked as 
a waitress to support my mother 
and save money.  I want to give 
back to the community by teach-
ing girls and boys how to work in 
salon.” 

Nancy Ajok Kyompaire (Arts 
in Social Sciences)

“My parents are peasant farm-
ers from Luweero District. I stud-
ied History, Entrepreneurship, 
Literature, and ICT at St Lwanga 
International Kakiri where I scored 
15 points.

At St Lwanga International 
Kakiri, I served as a dormitory 
captain in charge of more than 
600 girls, founded a writers club 
to promote reading and writing 
among students, and was a Red 
Cross member. 

I was an interpreter for the 
Dove Nest Group, a team from 
the United Kingdom during a free 
medical camp from 2015-2017. 
I would like to become a social 
worker and start-up an orphan-
age to help poor children.”  

Gertrude Nabisenke
 (Social Sciences)

“Right from high school, my 
passion is influencing the lives of 
young people, which motivated 
me to do social sciences. I’m mo-
tivated by the values of responsi-
bility, development, teamwork, 
humility, spirituality, and service 
delivery. My interests are in good 
governance and women empow-
erment.

My passion for fighting for hu-
man rights inspired me to study 
social sciences.  In this field, I get 
to be a voice for all who cannot 
advocate for themselves. The so-
cial science profession allows me 
to empower, advocate, motivate, 
connect and encourage resilience. 
To change stereotypes and avoid 
fallacies.

During my Senior Six vacation, I 
skilled women  to make table mats, 
baskets, and mats.”

Miracle Ainembabazi 
(Social Sciences majoring in 
Public Administration and 
Management)

“I’m a passionate educator who 
strongly believes that the nation 
is because of teachers who play a 
great role in educating leaders. 

I got to know about the Master-
card Foundation Scholars Program 
through a friend who encouraged 
me to apply.  I have been able to 
attain my first degree because 
of this programme. I must admit 
it was not easy because I did not 
think I would ever make it to the 
university. I have managed to save 
some money and open up a mo-
bile money shop from the stipend 
I was getting. 

I would like to further my educa-
tion and complete a PhD from the 
University of Cape Town.  This pro-
gramme has empowered me to go 
into the world of work, transform 
the education system and support 
the next generation of young lead-
ers.”

Viola Agaba (Arts with 
Education)

“The scholarship program gave 
me a chance to attend university 
and also opened doors for me 
to experience the life of doing 
a course I wanted. I got to know 
about the program through a 
friend who was attending a mass 
at St Augustine Chapel, Makerere 
where they announced this pro-
gram. I have been able to finish my 
degree,  got life skills such as per-
sonal branding, applying for jobs 
and doing interviews. 

While at the university, I par-
ticipated in both academic and 
non-academic activities, including 
community sensitisation, giveback 
outreaches for children to access 
education materials in Karamoja 
District, offered support to chil-
dren with cancer at Bless, a child 
foundation.”

Regina Kengonzi (Science in 
Community Psychology)

“I studied my A-Level on the 
BRAC-Uganda scholarship and 
was encouraged to work harder 
and get the Mastercard Founda-
tion scholarship.

I knew I had to work hard and ap-
ply for this scholarship at Makerere 
University. 

The program taught me the value 
of giving back to society. I would 
also love to do something similar 
to what Mastercard Foundation has 
done.  

As a social scientist, I hold a keen 
interest in most fundamental as-
pects of community engagement 
and leadership, which I believe are 
key in collectively shaping the fu-
ture of societies.

I’m motivated by overcoming ob-
stacles that usually hold my goals 
hostage.” 

Jacinta Kamukama 
(Social Sciences)

The scholarship selection 
committee comprises represen-
tatives from Makerere Univer-
sity, BRAC-Uganda,  Forum for 
African Women Educationalists 
(FAWE), Ministry of Education 
and Ministry of Gender.

Update
The program is now in its sev-

enth year of implementation with 
a total of 1032 scholars recruited 
in six cohorts, representing 103 
per cent of the target. Whereas 
the program targeted to recruit 
80 per cent female scholars, 76 
per cent was realised. 

The scholars comprise 53 per 
cent nationals, 40 per cent schol-
ars transiting from Mastercard 
Foundation Secondary partner 
organisations (BRAC-Uganda 
and FAWE-Rwanda chapter) and 
7 per cent scholars from other 
countries in Africa.

435 scholars have since gradu-
ated representing 42 per cent of 
the total number recruited.  529 
scholars are currently active uni-
versity students.

Scholars
Arthur Mukasa is one of the 

scholars of the Mastercard 
Foundation Scholars Program 
who graduated with a first-class 
degree at Makerere University 
last week. 

He says the financial sup-
port provided by the scholars 
programme has been vital and 
enabled him to excel academi-
cally. 

“My roommate was also a 
Mastercard Foundation scholar, 
we teamed up and encouraged 
each other to read at all times. I 
knew what I wanted and under-
stood my background. I never 
missed a lecture or any exam. I 
believe it was teamwork and dis-
cipline,” he says.

Jacinta Kamukama is another 
scholar of the programme. 

The first class degree graduate 
of Arts in Social Sciences, says  
the program has enabled  her 
study with mind at ease since tu-
ition and accommodation fees 
are all catered for on top of re-
ceiving a monthly stipend.

IMPLIMENTATION
The scholars program is 
implemented through 
partner universities and non-
governmental organisations. 
The application process and 
decision-making are managed 
individually by each partner. 
Partner institutions have their 
own deadlines and admission 
fees. for schools that require 
application fees as part of the 
admissions process, the fees 
are reimbursed if the student is 
selected for the program.

Dr Justine 
Jumba 
Namaalwa 
(3rd left), the 
Coordinator 
of  
Mastercard 
Foundation 
Scholars 
Program pose 
for a photo 
with some of 
the graduates 
during 
the 71st 
graduation 
ceremony 
at Makerere 
University last 
week.
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PARTNERSHIP
Makerere university entered 
a partnership with The 
MasterCard foundation to 
offer scholarships to 1,000 
academically bright but 
economically disadvantaged 
youth from africa to study 
at Makerere university from 
2013 to 2023. 

The Mastercard 
foundation Scholars at 
Makerere university offers 
comprehensive student 
support, that include tuition 
and functional fees, laptop, 
books and other learning 
materials, accommodation, 
beddings and meals. others 
include medical insurance, 
stipend, transport to and 
from home, psychosocial 
and mentorship support, 
capacity building training in 
leadership, communication, 
entrepreneurship, financial 
literacy, gender and human 
rights.


