
centre for cotton growing during the Colonial times way 
back in 1920 was later transformed to an agricultural  
College in 1957. It now offers National Diplomas in in 
Agriculture, Animal Husbandry, Agribusiness 
Management, Horticulture, Human Nutrition and Dietetics, 
and Home Economics. Business Management. The 
College also offers the CBET based diplomas in Livestock 
Production and Business Management, Agri-processing 
and Business Management, and Crop Production and 
Business Management. A chain of certificate Courses are 
also offered in the above mentioned programs. The 
College that started as a research centre for cotton 
growing during the Colonial times way back in 1920 was 
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Business Management. The College also offers the CBET 
based diplomas in Livestock Production and Business 
Management, Agri-processing and Business Management, 
and Crop Production and Business Management. A chain 
of certificate Courses are also offered in the above 
mentioned programs.

 The College enrollment has increased from 1400 students 
in 2016 to 2200 students in 2022. One of the biggest 
challenges is the security of the new infrastructure where 
the College has no perimeter wall to guard against the 
illegal uninvited persons that could be targeting the 
college's new installations for vandalism, the College 
Principal explains.

 On Friday May 6, 2022, Bukalasa College will graduate a 
total of 900 extensionists that have partly benefited from 
the new competency-based curriculum.

 BRIEF HISTORY
 Bukalasa started in 1920 as a research center for cotton. 

On 27th September 1957, sir Andrew Cohen laid the 
foundation stone for Bukalasa Agricultural College, 
offering a to year certificate course in agriculture. A 
diploma course in the same discipline was introduced in 
1960.

 In 1991 Entebbe veterinary training institute was 
transferred to and merged with Bukalasa Agricultural 
College. The college started graduating cadres both in 
agriculture and veterinary with a certificate or diploma. 
Recruitment for the certificate courses in the various 
areas of discipline in animal and crop production, 
horticulture, human nutrition and dietetics, agri-business, 
and marketing are being offered. Any of those requires 
two academic years.

 The college belongs to the  the ministry of agriculture, 
animal industry, and fisheries and has a total area of 190 
hectares of land, of which 130 hectares is college farm and 
the rest is occupied by the administration and academic 
campus, students’ accommodation, staff quarters, and 
backyards.

 

 LOCATION
 It is situated 50km (31 miles) north of Kampala - Gulu 

highway and 2km west of Wobulenzi town.

 Specific objectives
• To train highly competent, committed and dependable 

cadres of agricultural advisory, practitioners and 
entrepreneurs

• To offer tailor –made courses to special interest groups 
e.g. women and youth, school leavers, active farmers, 
persons with disabilities, living with HIV/AIDS and agro – 
industrialists.

• To provide advisory services to the farming community 
and Agri- business dealers

• To establish functional demonstrations and commercial 
farming units at the college

 ACADEMIC PROGRAMMES
 The following academic programs are tenable at Bukalasa 

Agricultural College

 Fulltime Courses offered
1. Diploma in Agriculture (2 years)
2. Diploma in Animal Husbandry (2 years)
3.Diploma in Agribusiness Management (2 years)
4. Diploma in Horticulture (2 years)
5. Diploma in Human Nutrition and Dietetics (2 years) 
6. Certificate in Agriculture (2 years)
7.Certificate in Animal Husbandry (2 years)
8. Certificate in Horticulture (2 years)
9. Certificate in Agri-business and Management (2 years)
10. Certificatecate in Agricultural Mechanisation (2 years)
11. Certificatecate in Home Economics and Community 

Nutrition (2 years)

 Long Distance Learning
1. Diploma in Agriculture (3 years)
2. Diploma in Animal Husbandry (3 years)
3. Diploma in Agri-business and Management (3 years)

 New course under USDP
1. Diploma in Crop Production and Business Management (2 

years)
2. Diploma in Live stock Production and Business 

Management (2 years)
3. Diploma in Agri Processing and Business Management 

(2 years)

 ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
 DIPLOMA COURSES
• The diploma courses are open 

to “A” level (UACE) leaver with 
the minimum of a principal pass 
in biology or agriculture and 2 
subsidiary passes in the 
relevant science combinations, 
or farm school leavers holding 
0’ level (UCE) certificates with 3 
credit passes including biology/ 
agriculture and credit passes in 
both stages I and II

• Candidates with principal 
passes in economics, 
geography, entrepreneur’s e.t.c 
the diploma in Agri- business 
course is preferred.

• In-service (up grading) entry 
requires at least grade II or 
second class lower certificate 
in crop/animal production 
and management from 
Bukalasa Or Arapai.

 For the distance learning 
programmes, the entry 
requirements consider a 
certificate in agricultural 
disciplines, farm school 
leavers with 
credit/distinctiopossesspas
ses in stage I and II and good 
0’ level results, primary and 
secondary school teachers 
with profiles relevant to 
agriculture level & farm 
school leavers take the 
direct diploma option lasting 
3 years (6 semesters)

 CERTIFICATE COURSES
• The basic qualification 

standard for certificate 
courses is “0” level (UCE) 
with three credits from 
biology, agriculture, 
chemistry, physics, foods & 
nutrition, geography, health 
science, and two passes. 
Candidates must have 
passed in English and  
mathematics.

Mr Elijah 
Jjingo, one of 
the graduat-
ing class 
students with 
a National 
Diploma in 
Animal 
Husbandry 
believes that 
the skilling 
program 
provided 
partly 
explains why 
he already 
has attach-
ment to 
particular 
Poultry and 
Livestock 
farm where 
he is now 
employed.

 Vision: A leading institution in skilling Agricultural 
professionals, practitioners and Agro- 
entreprenuers.

 Mission: To train and skill using innovative 
approaches for sustainable agricultural 
transformation.

 Motto: Agriculture for Health on Wealth
 
 Core Values: Diversity and inclusion, Integrity, 

Accountability, Innovation, Teamwork

 COMPETENCY- BASED CURRICULUM 
TRANSFORMING BUKALASA AGRIC COLLEGE 
PROGRAMS

  LUWEERO. While the traditional known culture at 
the Country’s oldest Agriculture training college was 
to attach the trainees at progressive farms and 
institutions in form of internship, the new 
competency-based curriculum has opened the way 
for practical on-farm training and skilling programs to 
match the global agriculture needs and market 
demand. 

 On May 6th, 2022 Bukalasa Agriculture College will 
graduate for the first in its history, a team of eleven 
mechanized extensionists equipped with full 
operational skills in agricultural field machinery and 
irrigation-based systems, a brainchild of the 
competency-based curriculum that now places 
Bukalasa Agricultural College in transition to an 
agriculture Center of Excellence beyond the borders 
of the East African Region. “Under the 
competence-based curriculum, the students spend 
70% on practical work and only 30% of their 
respective study time is allocated for the theory work. 
The College has set aside 32 acres of land that are 
subdivided into 4 units and managed by the students 
to plan, plant and market products. They also learn 
and appreciate the input supply system and value 
chain system,” Mr Gelvan Kisolo Lule, the College 
Principle explains.

 The College is blessed with a total of 350 acres of land. 
The college decided to have the 32 acres of land 
purposely allocated to the student’s practical farming 
work where they manage the entire farming and 
marketing process of the farm products. The 
re-tooling program, renovation under the Shs11bn 
construction and re-equipping program has made the 
transformation possible. The College now grows its 
own food that sustained the students in the last 
Semester with more food in the college store.

 The College is able to carry out soil tests by both the 
students and lecturers at the newly upgraded 
laboratories. These among other achievements are 
as a result of the Ministry of Education rolled out 
Uganda Skills Development Project, where most 
academic and farm infrastructure has been upgraded 
and the academic staff retooled.

 

The new infrastructure;
 The College has an upgraded piped water system, 

300KV generator; the farm feed mill, new ICT & 
Library block, milk processing unit, piggery unit, 
Agro-processing unit, and poultry unit among other 
infrastructure. The new infrastructure targets 
meeting of the global and modern farming demands 
where mechanization has replaced the traditional 
means of farm production. The College stands to 
benefit in a way of self-sufficiency while the new 
curricula open doors to all persons interested in 
attaining skills by enrolling for short courses that 
enable them improve their output, the College 
Principal Mr Kisolo explains.

 The twining up of Bukalasa Agriculture College and 
the Canadian based Dalhousie University for 
mentorship; the necessity to have a robust 
adjustment in programs at the College in preparation 
for the upgrade to a Centre of Excellency in 
Agriculture was evident. This saw the development of 
the competency-based curriculum to deliver 
demand-driven training in the various agriculture 
courses including offering short the courses.

 Community outreach programs;
 An institution that is not relevant to the immediate 

community becomes a white elephant and loses the 
purposes of its services. Bukalasa Agricultural 
College has moved a step and opened its doors to the 
community for free skills from the different 
demonstration gardens to ensure sharing of 
knowledge for improved productivity.

  Farmers are free to learn from the college 
demonstration gardens among other farm sections of 
the institution. The location of the College in a 

farming area creates opportunity for farmers to tap 
from the modern agriculture practices at the 
different demonstration plots. The short courses also 
avail a better opportunity, the immediate community 
members. One of the recent successful programs 
was the training of the dairy farmers from Ngoma 
Subcounty and Town Council in Nakaseke District on 
the modern dairy production practices, fodder crop 
farming among other practices. The Bakyabumba 
Coffee farmers from Butuntumula Subcounty, 
Luweero District are some of the beneficiary 
communities for the outreach programs.

 Mr Samuel Galiwango, the College Academic Registrar 
is optimistic that the new curriculum that provides 
more time for the hands on training proved to be the 
much needed approach for equipping the students 
with the much needed farm skills for the modern 
farming World. 

 “When the students spend more time acquiring 
hands-on skills as agriculturalists, they get to be 
practical and move away from the World of Theory. 
The College is providing enough time for the students' 
practical work. “We now have the infrastructure for 
the student’s practical work. The Lecturers have gone 
through the relevant re-tooling programs and are 
offering their best,” Mr Galiwango adds.

 Mr Elijah Jjingo, one of the graduating class students 
with a National Diploma in Animal Husbandry believes 
that the skilling program provided partly explains why 
he already has attachment to particular Poultry and 
Livestock farm where he is now employed.

 “Our nature of work as extensionists is demonstrated 
through the ability to deliver on the different farm 
tasks efficiently. 

 
 The College that started as a research 

Dear Graduands,
Bukalasa Agricultural College will be conducting 
its 57th Graduation ceremony on Friday 6th May 
2022, where we will be witnessing the passing 
out of  900 graduands for the various awards. 
These products are going to add to the College 

Dear Graduands,
I would like to congratulate all graduards upon this 
milestone in their lives. I congratulate their 
parents, guardians, relatives and sponsors who 
sacrificed much to get them here. The 
qualifications acquired and quality of certificates 
attained, are not only a source of pride, but rather 

Newly constructed ICT & Library building under the Uganda skills Development Project

xxxxxxxxx
Tomato growing in a green house

Alumni, who are out there adding value to 
the Agricultural sector. On behalf of the 
Bukalasa Agricultural College Governing 
Council, I would like to congratulate all those 
whose contribution has led to the 
successful completion of these graduands.

To the graduands, you are joining the world 
of work with great expectations from you. 
Employers look forward to increased 
productivity and business expansion. The 
parents, guardians, and society look 
forward to agricultural innovation, job 
creation, community growth and 
improvement in standards of living. The task 
ahead of you is for the sober-minded. With, 
the knowledge, skills and attitude gained 
during your stay at the College, we believe 
you have what it takes to conquer any 
challenges and shrive. Your success is our 
pride. Make us shine on.

Congratulations, to our mother Ministry - 
the Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Industry 
and Fisheries (MAAIF), members of the 
Governing Council, Partners and Staff of 
Bukalasa agricultural College.

an indicator of the graduards’  readiness to work 
and service. I applaud them make to the College 
shine through their contribution by being 
hardworking, innovative and impeccable in their  
endeavors. I caution them to always bear in 
mind that the world is not interested in their 
qualifications on paper, but the skills, 
knowledge, and attitude they have to offer.

The College has empowered them with the 
necessary skills and experiences to encounter 
any experiences ahead of them. 

Therefore, on behalf of the College, allow me 
wish you pleasant carriers and business 
endeavors. I congratulate the Governing 
Council and staff, for a job well done. I thank our 
core partners of the Industrial liaison, for the 
commitment and support.

Last but not least, I thank our mother Ministry 
MAAIF for the administrative and financial 
support. The Ministry of Education and Sports is 
commended for uplifting the College outlook 
through the Skilling Uganda Project.

“Keep striving, keep moving, because success 
is a journey and not a destination.”

 PROF. JONNY MUGISHA CHAIRPERSON  
GOVERNING COUNCIL

GELVAN KISOLO LULE
THE PRINCIPAL
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