
As Uganda commemorates the Day of the African Child this 
year, under the theme;  ‘Eliminating Harmful Practices Af-
fecting Children: Progress on Policy and Practice since 
2013’, we are challenged to secure the fundamental rights of 
children especially girls, or risk losing the gains government and 
partners have made so far. 
This day challenges each one of us to reflect on the actions we 

are taking to advance the rights of children. Our attention is 
drawn toward the injustices that children, especially girls, con-
tinue to suffer due to persistent harmful and societal inequali-
ties in communities within which they live. 
We applaud the government for providing an enabling legal 

and policy environment for children’s rights. However, the real-
ization of rights and empowerment of children especially girls 
have remained slow.  We see that cases of child marriage and 
teenage pregnancy are on the rise, yet existing laws are not 
enforced and structures are weak to address these challenges. 
Our call to policy makers and implementers is to address this 
with renewed urgency. 
Uganda has the highest rate of teenage pregnancy in Sub-Sa-

haran Africa with over 25% of teenage girls registered as preg-
nant each year. Statistics show that before the Covid-19 pan-
demic, 36.5% of women aged between 18 and 22 years were 
reported to have been married before the age of 18 years. The 
recent Police Annual Crime Report 2021, points at 14,570 cases 
of defilement which still poses a major threat to the protection 
of children particularly the girls. 
Joining Forces is an alliance of six child-focused agencies: Child 

Fund Alliance, Plan International, Save the Children Internation-
al, SOS Children’s Villages International, Terre des Hommes In-
ternational Federation, and World Vision International. We aim 
to use our collective power to accelerate change to secure 
children’s rights and end violence against them. The alliance is 
committed to boosting efforts to eliminate child marriage and 
teenage pregnancy and is working to respond to the drivers of 
the problem. 
We are contributing to keeping girls in school until completion, 

by helping to ensure that schools are free from violence, abuse, 
and exploitation. 

The alliance, with funding from the European Union, is running 
a three-year project with child participation as one of its pil-
lars. The alliance has also launched the Hands4Good campaign 
to sensitize communities and parents on the effects of violence 
against children. In addition, we are advocating for strengthened 
capacities of probation and welfare departments and actively 
engaging the government on better implementation of policies 
to best advance children’s rights.

As we work to reduce and stop child marriage and 
teenage pregnancy, we urge the political, religious and 
cultural leaders, law and order institutions and all other 
duty bearers to:

1. Pronounce themselves strongly through policy and action a 
ban on harmful traditional, cultural and contemporary practic-
es that underpin child marriage and teenage pregnancy.
2. Resource child protection facilities such as the Probation and 
Social Welfare Office, Police Child & Family Protection Units, 
Health facilities, schools, gender-based violence shelters, Child 
Helpline 116, and to respond to issues of child marriage and 
teenage pregnancy. 
3. Adopt and implement legislation, policies, programs, and prac-
tices that prevent, and protect children from teenage pregnancy 
and child marriage. 
4. Empower children and communities through massive aware-
ness so that they are able to speak up on the harmful practices, 
prevent and protect children from them. The commemoration of 
the Day of the African Child reminds us that voices of children 
are often silenced when their rights are abused. We need to 
support them to speak out. Children are experts in their own 
right and must exercise their right to participation as stipulated 
in the UN Convention on the Rights of Children.  

The statement is a renewed call to all policymakers, implemen-
tors, and all duty bearers to fulfil their commitments to children. 
As Joining Forces, we re-affirm our continued support and com-
mitment towards the protection of children at all times. 

Together, we can end child marriage and teenage pregnancies!

RENEWED CALL TO END CHILD MARRIAGE AND TEENAGE 
PREGNANCY URGENCY

Representatives of the six biggest child right organisations that make up the Joining Forces Coalition at the event to commemorate Day of the African Child in Kampala on Monday.


