
To promote sustainable agricultural 
growth, Uganda has taken several 
steps in transforming conventional 
agricultural production into an 
organic farming system that 
prohibits the use of synthetic 
inputs, fertilizers and pesticides. 
Daily Monitor reporter writes.

It is estimated that consumer demand for 
organic products is growing rapidly, at 
over 10 percent annually.

This growth, according to the National 
Organic Agricultural Movement of Uganda 
(NOGAMU), in-demand is encouraging, but 
domestic production of organic crops is 
not keeping pace.

The consumption of organic products 
greatly increased during the time of 
COVID-19. 

A survey by NOGAMU found out that there 
was an increase in domestic demand for 
organic products from their various 
domestic retail outlets.

However, lack of knowledge and 
information about organic agriculture and 
foods among value chain actors from 
production to consumption is a major 
hindrance to the adoption of organic 
agriculture in Eastern Africa.

“It is against this background that the 
Knowledge Hub for Organic Agriculture in 
Eastern Africa (KHEA) embarked on 
information dissemination and addressing 
the knowledge gap about organic foods 
and agriculture,” says the KHEA 
Communications Officer Magino Pamella.

KHEA is part of the continental Knowledge 
Centre for Organic Agriculture in Africa 
(KCOA) initiative.  The KCOA initiative with 
a Continental Digital Knowledge Platform 
is coordinated by GIZ with funding from 
BMZ’s Special Initiative 
One-World-No-Hunger (SEWOH), in 5 
African regions of Eastern, Western, 
Northern, Central and Southern Africa. 
The overall objective of the KCOA project is 
to introduce knowledge hubs successfully 
as an innovative strategy for promoting 
organic agriculture with actors in the 
regions of Eastern, Western, Northern, 
Central and Southern Africa.

The first phase of the KHEA project covers 
a period of 35 months from August 2019 to 
June 2022. The second phase of the KHEA 
project is expected to end in 2024.

The overall goal of the KHEA project is to 
ensure that ecological organic agriculture 
is integrated into the Eastern Africa 
agricultural systems in four countries of 
Uganda, Kenya, Rwanda, and Tanzania, 

Involving all key value chain actors
in promoting organic agriculture

and we later scale up to Madagascar in 
phase 2.

Mr Francis Nsanga, the KHEA Project 
Manager, said many stakeholders lack 
knowledge when it comes to 
practicing organic agriculture.

“On the KHEA project, we are looking at 
creating and availing organic 
agriculture knowledge to different 
stakeholders, including farmers 
through the different farmer trainings 
and the Continental Digital Platform 
(CDP). The reason why people do not 
practice organic agriculture is 
because they lack the knowledge on 
the practices, inputs and market,” Mr 
Nsanga said while appearing on the 
NTV talk show during the KHEA 
farmers caravan that was launched 
February 2022.

To disseminate information to 
different parties, especially the 
farmers,  Participatory Ecological 
Land Use Management (PELUM) 
Uganda through the KHEA project 
launched a ‘Know What you Eat 
campaign’.

The KHEA Project Officer Mr Ezra 
Kalule, said the overall objective of this 
campaign is to raise awareness of the 
the benefits of eating organic  food. 

Accessing market for organic foods is 
one of the challenges faced by farmers 
and partly this is blamed on the 
knowledge gap.

Mr Nsanga said many people like to eat 
organic foods but farmers are usually 
not aware of and how to find the 
customers. This is the knowledge gap 
that the KHEA project is bridging now 
in the Eastern Africa region.

KHEA is run on three focus areas; 
collect and validate organic 
agriculture knowledge, capacity 
building and dissemination of organic 
agriculture knowledge, and 
networking between the organic value 
chain actors from production to 
consumption.

“People need the knowledge and 
information about organic foods and 
agriculture and the ‘Know What you 
Eat’  campaign is here to solve such 
challenges,” said Ms Josephine Akia 
Luyimbazi Country Coordinator and 
KHEA Co-host Coordinator PELUM 
Uganda.

In Uganda currently, we have a number 
of organic markets, for example, 
Abayita Ababiri Organic Market along 
Entebbe Road under the proprietor 
Prof Charles Ssekyewa where 
different consumers can access 
organic foods, products, and organic 
agriculture inputs.

Mr Nsanga added that organic markets 
receive produce from organic 
producers.

“On the KHEA project, farmers are 
empowered through participatory 
guarantee systems (PGS) to produce 
for the market. Under PGS, farmers are 
trained to form and register farmer 
groups to be able to produce and 
supply markets with certified organic 
produce.

The organic market outside Uganda 
requires that whatever you supply, is 
taken to the lab, tested, and certified 
organic.

Locally, we might not go to the lab, but 
we know we have created a system 
that is very transparent, and 
dependable because the farmers 
know each other and if a farmer from 
that group is not using organic 
inputs, then the other 
farmers will have to 
isolate and take them 
out of the group,” he 
said.
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Implemented by

Partnering with PELUM
The KHEA project is implemented by 
Country Implementing Partners (CIP) in 
each of the participating countries i.e. 
PELUM Uganda, PELUM Kenya, Rwanda 
Organic Agriculture Movement (ROAM), 
and Tanzania Organic Agriculture 
Movement (TOAM) under the lead 
coordinating agency Biovision Africa 
Trust Kenya.

PELUM Uganda works with over  66 
member organisations countrywide to 
promote agroecological principles and 
consumption of organic foods.

In line with this, the government has 
taken several steps in transforming the 
agricultural sector from conventional 
agricultural production to organic 
agricultural production.

The government, through the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Animal Industry, and 
Fisheries  approved the National Organic 
Agriculture Policy in 2019.

“With this policy in place, the KHEA 
project goal which is to ensure that 
ecological organic agriculture is 
integrated into the Eastern Africa 
agricultural system will be achieved,” Ms 
Luyimbazi said.

Ms Luyimbazi said sustainable 
agriculture is seen as a means of 
improving people's livelihoods as it could 
provide significant benefits for its 
economy, society, health, and 
environment.

“PELUM Uganda, members, and partners 
have been active in promoting the up 
scaling of agroecology and organic 
farming practices in Uganda,” she said.

In cooperation with

Ms Josephine Akia Luyimbazi,
Country Coordinator, PELUM 

Uganda and KHEA Project Co-host 
Coordinator


